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and 1729. Vices and perversions were paraded
like poisoned flowers. Licentiousness was a prin-
ciple, A whirlwind of madness was sweeping
away a society that was no longer in control of
itself. Yet under that scum there still remained
solid virtues; if the morals of the Regency were
a rebellion against repression, a violent reaction
against former austerity, they affected only part of
the population.

They were dancing on the brink of a volcano,
but what of that! Better take advantage of the
present, the future was no-one's business. The
Scotsman Law might ruin the national economy,
the country's enemies threaten her frontiers, disorder
disturb public peace, nothing could interrupt the
course of their amusements. It was an epoch
blessed by artists of every kind, an age of
liberty, of spontaneous outbursts of delightful
freshness, favorable to the unfolding of talents
essentially French in the grace of their wit and
clarity. Bookshops offered their patrons in 1724
the third volume of Gil Bias, where fascinating
adventures are related in language crystal clear;
they offered likewise Voltaire's Henriadey Montes-
quieu's Letfres persanesy Marivaux' JLes Surprises
de UA.mour, Fenelon's Dialogue des Morts^ Car-
dinal du Retz's Memoires^ Massillon's Petit Ca-
reme^ the letters of the Marquise de Sevigny,
Between 1716 and 1725 there was an abundance
of works of the first rank. The unfolding of
literature was an admirable reflection of the
interests of the moment.